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The, Circular Letter: General Bapit in 
Kent, 1807. 


We your Meffengers, Elders, and Reprefentatives, compos= 
ing the prefent Affuciation’ refpettfully addrefs you, to revive 
on your-minds the duty of being more attive im promoting 
religious knowledge and défcipline in our Churches. 

If the Members be generally attentive to this duty, it will 
not only tend to the peace and profperity of Zion, but it will also 
extend the influence of Chraiitianuy in the world,---Yonr light, 
fhining betore others may induce them also to glorify your F ather | 
which js in heaven, 


Thofe who enter into covenant with God: by Baptifm, and 
profefs to be the difciples of Jefus Chrift, and members of his 


church, fhould be et a to his precepts, and attentive to his be 
example. As fcholars in the {chool of Chrifl, they fhould — 
receive his divine inflruétions, grow in knowledge of him as their ‘ 
Redeemer and Saviour, and of that way in which they may ob« a 
cain the promifed blelling of eternal life, 


A firm perfuafion in the minds of Chriftians that an increafe 
of knowledge is a means of happinels, will lead-them to be. 
atientive to the various, means by which it may be obtained, 
An holy ambition to acquire, will enliven their attention to the 
heavenly treafures of knowledge, to read the facred fcriptures 
with delight, and to receive thofe inflruttions which they are 
{uited to impart. This religious knowledge | is much fuperior to 
the knowledge of temporal things; it 1s the knowledge of our- 
{clves, of our dependence upon God, of our obligations to him 
for his many favours, parti¢ularjy for the knowledge of Salvation 
through faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, of which the apoftle 
could fay with joy, “J count all things. but lofs for the excebs 


tency af the Anowledge of Lords? 
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folation ; thofe gracious rays have been thed on you} by their 
light you have been direfted how to efcape the puniflment due 
to tran{greflion, and to obtain the favour of yout God, the way. 


tobe happy “both the prefer life, aid in that which’ is to 


comes the ‘benign influence of religious knowledge you 
have been confoled under the forrows of human exiltence, 
anticipating a ftate of bleffediiefs which will never 
- Being itmprefléd ‘with a fenfe of the infinite importance of 
knowledge, Will excite you toa regular and conftarit atten. 
dance upon the miedins of devotion and infru@ion, that vou may 
“grow it grace and in the knowledge of oir Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift.” | 
Cheiltians fhiould defert the means of inflru@ion on 
trivial occafions, indifferetice to religious knowledge, tends tog 


of the means which are fuited to improve. 


In'Vain is it to open temples dedicated to the fervice of 
Jehovah, if every little occurrence be admitted as an excufe for 
hobattendijig on the means of religious improvement. In vain 
will your Minifters labour either in’ fidying or in preaching, 
if you ‘refufe! them you? ‘attendance. In vain to you will 
be the folemn fervices of the fan@uary, if you are not dis. 
poled to unite therein. “Your prefence in the houfe of God 
will greatly: anintate your Minifters; and will quicken others 
toa fenfe of the importance of waiting updn God. Remembet 
that «the public fervices ate shotidefigned merely to benefit the 
enhghtened an molt-pions chriftiany but alfo to reclaim ithe back. 
Nider}:. to; totrfe the sindifferent; and to awakén finners, truly 
to'fear the:Lords, you! thefe fervices what may not 
he -ofebthers the! profeffed difcip!es of Jefus 
efteem duties! of religion fot to their improve 
thent, how be thouglic tliat the sgborant and,ungodly will 
think better clien be taught any 
effencial point of knowledge thereby, nor denve any pecus 


i 
| 
, 
i 
‘Ory 
‘+ | 
4 Ws 
= 
“es 


by your attendance, yet at you value the ‘foals,of: 
your féllow creatures, as you would fanétion the means of falva-, 
tibn: Which Gol tus wifely influuted, and .as you would be, . 
grateful: for your enjoymetis; pever ceafe to improve thofe, 
public opportunities, to unite in the facrifices of thanksgiving; , 
If polhblerto orherscwith. the farhe. fentiments, . | 
you'to be. tore )aétive.in the performance of, 
thele duties,'to be conftamt andtimely in,your attendance om 
publioy worfhip, fervent.1m devotions while inthe houfe. 
6f God, truly attentivé to, acquire knowledge, and by the’ 
utmoftediligence to procure: the pearl of great-price, Let your 
prayers be’ carnelft in ithe behaif of your miniflers, who are 
defirous’ of your fpiritual: edification, and cceafe not to! pray: 
for’ an’ inérdafe of fueh and engage in 
your exertion in the of. ffor the» minis 
tty of the gofpel, be give'them encouragement, and? 
correfpond! with the anitnared views of its happy tendency, 
May meetings for religious conference and focial converfation be 
highly: efleemed ‘and praétically” improved, hereby you may be 
inftruments of greatly promoting religious: knowledge in thé, 
A 
We recorumend, ithat’ you idifeipline in yout 
churches. Difcipline is» maintained, when the members con<« 
form: tothe eftablifhed rules of the fociety, 

the duty of promoting difcipline we the 
wnat of diligence and mutual care, that the condu& of the 
fociety be. ¢onfiftent with rules of chriftianity,, and.which 
has appointed for. its edification, 

To this end, the members . 
the fpiritual, or the temporal intereft of each other ;. but , thould: 
maintain heartfelt. refpeét,.in order to as much'as 


polible the welfare of their friends in fociety; bearing 
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To facilitate the performance: af duty, many 


‘“another’s burdens, thus fulfiling the Law of Chrift.” Oc- 


cifions of this’ often’ occur by the misfortunate circumftances 
of human life, “when the generous aids of friendfhip, and 
friendly advice will prove *as a healing balm to the wounds of 
the afflicted. 

Vifiting the fick members of the church is a duty which (tho? 
much ‘neglefted) is not confined to the minifters of the gofpel, 
Thofe who fuppofe it 1s, entertain but partial ideas of that 
union which ought to fubfift among them as a body, It would 
be‘ eftcemed an infult to many of the Members to conceive of 
them as incapable of uniting in religious converfation. for the com. 
fort of the afflitted, or of addrefling the Divine Being in prayer on 
their behalf. If the performance of thefe dunes were more 
general, chriflians: would keep a more lively fenfe of divine fa. 
vours upon their own minds, and would manifeft that mutual 
regard which as Members they ought to poffefs, who “fhould 
“hav the fame care one for another,” and whofe talents and 
graces fhould be always for the comfort 
to which they belong. 

To promote difcipline’ in schtiftinns tho ild 
bid a religious watchfulnefs over each other, to prevent any 
fron being drawn aftray from the path of duty, or to reflore 
{uch an one in the fpirit of meeknefs, and thereby prevent their 
becoming hardened m the praétice of .immorality. This holy 
regard foreach oherits the true and original ground of union 
or church fellowfhip; not to adhere to this firll principle, mutt 


‘bea great violation of it; faichful regard 


attended with the happielt effeAs, 


This duty inimany inftances, is moft and to 
perform; but as it is a-chriffian injunftion; no doubt the benefits 


have bad their meetings for difcipline quarterly, or as often as 
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convenient to infpeét the affairs and flate of the members;, fome 
of whom have been appointed to vifit others and to admonith thofe 
who have appeared defeétive in their religious condnét, This 
method is weil adapted to effe€t the end in view; it is in general 
more agrecable, than the appointing of only an individual member 
to admonith thofe whofe condié is reproveable. Such diferphite 
meetings appearing to be both neceflary and of great utilicy, we 
recommend that a. more firitt regard be paid thereto, as the 
duty of the church to appoint them, and as the duty of the mem- 
bers individually to execute the defign thereof with readinefs 
and idelity. Such is the mutual dependence of the members 
in society , that no one can be injured without affeéting the whoie 
body, as is expreffed by the apoltle, ‘* and. whether one member 
“ fuffer, all the members Suffer with it; or one member be hon- 
** cured, all the members rejuice with it.” Thefe are powerful 
motives to this religious watchfulnefs and care over each othec; 

befides which, it is fanttioned by the word of God, as a duty 
‘of great importance, and of lafting benefit to men: “Brethren 
“if anv of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; lt 
* him know, that he which conoerteth a finner from the error of 
his way, fhall fave a foul from death, and Srall hide a malt 

“tude of fins,” 

How «deplorable is the flate of thofe perfons who having at- 
taned religious knowledge with dil: igence and highly prizing the 
acqnifition have been zealous to promote if in society, yet afier- 
wards. become apoftates!’ They once rejoiced in the knowledge 
‘of the truth and the way of rightcoulnefs, were earneft to mattt~ 
tain chriflian purity and church difciptine; were happy 
themfelves, and their conseétion with chriftians ; but alas? ¢ 
have loft their firft love. Negligent of improvement and the 
means of knowledge, they have been fumbling blocks in the 
way of others, and expofed them‘elves to the fevere rgfleétions 
of a guilty confcience; forfaking communion with their. friends, — 


and defpifing the law of the they. have facrificed theje 
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“religious Joy, and hope ‘to a tpirit of lukewarmncfs ant the 
“neg of their eternal welfare, 

_ We intreat you to examine yourfelves impartially and guard 
againft this unhappy face, That while ye bear the chriftian name 
'ye may be indeed alive to Jefus Chriff, and as living plants in 
the houfe of the Lord, ye may flourith in the courts oF your 
‘God, 
" Again, to maintain difcipline, it will alfo require care that 
‘/* various offices ip the church, are filled by perfons of fuita- 
ble ability and zeal; that the word and ordinances of God aie 


adminiflered, hat thereby the hearers are infiruéted, ang 
the lociety edified, 


“It is becoming the members in general to know and feel 
‘their interell, snk ufe their influence to po note the grand defign 
‘of their union, It is.a ground of complain that many mem- 
‘bers whole prefence,and concurrence js folicited, exempt themf{elyes 
‘and negieét to attend, as if the whole affairs of the church, con. 
“eerned only the Deacons and the Mimster, JW it not hurtful 
sto any fociety to lay all the concerns of the church on two or 
three members only, and the others.io excule themlelyes from 


being attive in thofe parts of difcipline which require. great 


attention, and their united efforts? Equally injurious 1s it when 
two or three affjime a prerogative to conduét the affairs of the 
church without the general approbation. While therefore we 
remind yo..0 the duty to be more active, we earneftly {oli- 
cit yo: to be traly harmonio.s, In the words of the a poltle 
Be kindly affettioned one to another with brotherly 

© honour preferring one another.” Upon this principle of shoe 
‘chriftians in every {phere may produce the unqueflionable 


dences of the children of God, here * the brother of low degree 


may rejoice in that he is exalted, but the rich in that he 4s made 
low.”” Upon.this principle chriflians might inform each other.of 
‘the evils and the bleflings, of the prefent life, to excite their 


‘fympathy Or to promote their mutual Joy, 
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/ With this. view of your duty as the members of a chafliat 
church, you will perfonally acquire more religious knowledge 
and promote it in the foctety, and the family to which you hand 
‘related. Cherifhing that God-like principle love, church difejs 
pline may be eflablifhed upon its molt pure and folid bafis, Syms 
pathy will excite beneficence to relieve the diflrefled, and confolé 
the troubled mind. Waitchfulnefs, will provide a guard againft 
the {nares of vice, and help to prote& the weak or unwary from 
the potent arm ofthe tempter, Thofe who have been taught in 
the word, will be able to communicate knowledge to thofe who 
are vet unlearned, Thofe*who are flrong in the Lord, will 
refift the powerful affaulis of temptation, and may helj+to tellore 
the backflider to the path of duty. In fhort, when the mems 
bers of the churches as lively flones of Zion rife to a fair and 
magnificent temple in the Lord, eftablithed in love, increafing 
in knowledge, and purified by chriflian difcipline, the fmiles of 
the bleff-d Redeemer are upon them in the prefent flace, and 
in the future he will admit them to his glorious prefence, wherd 

fhall be fulnefs of joy, and that for ever and ever.. 

We therefore moft eathefly defire your greater aGtiviry that 
thefe happy efleéis may be produced, being confident that yout 
prefent and future comforts its And a a motive; 
be afflured thata faithfuland covenant-keeping God, will amply 
reward every effort by which your difficulues are turmounteds 


Your labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord. 

- Chriflian Friends, we have only to add, that as the profpeftd 
of chriftians are moft delightfully animative, fo is their charace 
ter worthy to be diflinguifhed by deligence and exertion, 

To attain wifdom, the fludewt is edtly dnd late poring ovet 
the pages of hiflory and literature; to {land renowned, the herd 
will brave the dangers of the boiflerous ocean, and the field of 
battle ; to obtain riches, the merchant will fubmit to be daily 

rplexed with the cares of commerce: Chriflians fhould be 
equally or more affiduous, The wifdom they may atiain, dé 
{cetds from heaven and will conduét them there in fafety, Thé 
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“pautle they have to engage in, by courage and fortitude will threty 


send in The riches they may obtain. 
tance which is t 

“that fadeth not away, unas fled, 
fellow 
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gett love as brethren, be patiful, be Courteous; not rendering 
for evil, or railing for railing : but contrariwife blefing; 
that ye are thereunto called that ye fhould inkerita 
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Generals aptist Church es, 


PUBLISHED at the request of the Ministers ‘and Friends 


Romposing the Half-yearly-meeting, holden at Cranbrook 
Kent, March 6th, 11, 


Price Two-Pence. 


Waters, Printer, Cranbrook. 
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